Running head: RESEARCH PAPER REVIEW

RESEARCH PAPER REVIEW                                                                                                       4







The Protective Effects of Neighborhood Collective Efficacy on Adolescent Substance Use and Violence Following Exposure to Violence
Research Paper Review
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation

Research Paper Review	
	Recent research has proven that exposure to violence at a young age can result in violence or substance use among the youth. The exposure can be directly victimization or maybe witnessing something bad done to your friend or relative. These effects can result in the victim going for drugs and substance abuse so that they control the feelings they have about the action. In the article, it has been stated the collective neighborhood at some levels attenuates the relationship between adults and teenagers. This hypothesis has helped to show that communities with this type of conditions teenagers do not go for the use of drugs as the solution.
	In the study, it is evident that there are strengths and weaknesses concerning substance abuse among youths due to violence. The use of drugs comes as a result of escape from reality that happened. The violence that happens to some people can lead to the addiction of drugs and substance abuse whereas, there are a group of people who do not go for drugs abuse. The strengths of the study are that by analyzing the whole article one is able to understand different problems facing the youth and how to deal with them. From the article, it is evident that the exposure of early violence to children can lead to drug and substance abuse. This means that violent behaviors in communities should be minimized at the expense of the growing generation. Minimizing of violence will solve the problem of youth using drugs due to violence at home or in the neighborhood. The hypothesis of collective efficacy is when community looks for each other. The adolescent in the community is the responsibility of the community to look and take care of them. In a community where the collective efficacy is applied, the issue of drug and substance abuse is minimized since all the adolescent and youth are monitored by the seniors in the community. In the two theories that are applied in the article that is General Stain theory and Collective efficacy theory. The two theories try to explain the different conditions of exposure to violence by the youth. The results of the study are the understanding of the victim's environment and trying to change the conditions.
The research design applied in the article is the action research design. The reasons for selecting this design is because from the article it is evident that the author has described everything possible in the article without leaving anything. This is clear in the article since it is stated all issues youth go through to get hooked to drug abuse. In the article, the author goes through a series of protocols and finally comes up with the overall decision of the situation. In the action research design, this is applicable. The author first identifies the problem which is drug and substance use among the adolescent. From the problem, there is the cause of the problem which is exposure to violence or poverty. One way of handling the situation is the adoption of the hypothesis of the collective efficacy in the community. The hypothesis will help in the senior members of the community guiding the young youth on the dangers of drugs.
	The sampling methods that have been used in the study are precise and try to explain in details as possible the factors causing substance abuse in communities. There is the initial part which is gathering of the required information, measures which were taken in research and include substance abuse, violence, collective efficacy, neighborhood concentered disadvantage are some of the key subheadings used in the study. The subheadings and titles are able to expound on the issues being discussed in the article at large. From the ideas used in the article, I cannot come up with better ideas to counter the current ones.  In my sampling design, I might require some resources. The resources will include monetary support, increased manpower to help in the research and some electronic gadgets for the records and keeping of the findings. If I had an extra $10,000 I would add some members to the research team and if possible by some electronic gadgets for safer keeping of the records. This will help in the improvement of the research design as many people will be reached and the results found will be stored safely without misplacement.
	The research results from the article are trustworthy. This is evident by the increasing numbers of them using drugs. Many of the teenagers are using the drugs to escape something that has happened in their life. The violence that is present in homes and in the communities is the main cause of the drug and substance abuse of the youth in the streets. Marijuana, tobacco and alcohol are among the drugs that are abused and cause violent activities in the communities. The black American children are the most affected community in the issue. This is because of the presence of the Caucasian who do not want them to be treated equally. The results from the article have proven that the abuse of drugs by adolescents in the community is as a result of violence in the community. Due to the children witnessing the violent instances in their childhood when they reach their teenage life they choose to use drugs to reduce the pressure in their thoughts.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The research design that will be used in the study is the action research design. In the research, it is required that the research is on usage of drugs between men, women and juveniles living in poor areas. Research design will investigate the causes of drug abuse between men, women and juveniles in poor conditions differently. The factors that lead to the abuse of drug vary. The escape from something that happened can affect all the three categories but in other cases like poverty stricken areas only people in the areas will be affected. Poverty is a factor that can affect both men and women but there are factors that affect certain people only. For men, their duties and responsibilities can cause them use drugs since they are too much to handle. If one parent either the father or the mother fails in parenting role, they can result in drug and substance abuse. The action research design gives a detailed explanation about the issue that is being discussed and evaluates all the possible causes and remedies to the problem.
	I should not consider the generalization of my research design. The research design that has been applied in the article is the action research design. The action research design is an extensive research design method that gives detailed brief description of the issue that is being discussed. Also, the design tries to give some solution to different problems experienced by people under investigation. An understanding of the initial problem is understood for an easier solution. The main aim of the design is for understanding a given situation starting with the problem itself. This is what has been done in the article and therefore the generalization would be inappropriate in our case.
	In conclusion, it is evident from the study that the issue of drug abuse can have a history of different backgrounds. Some of the affected people are those fighting some of the violent scenes they saw as children. In addition, some affected persons are due to violent conditions in the community they grew up in or worse some are due to poverty conditions. The problem among the youth can be solved by adopting hypothesis of collective efficacy. The community helps in bringing up the children by guiding them in the right ways.
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